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the two principal routes for frei¢ht trains deaving Rerlin for the 

USER are threugh Kustrin to Uystrue (Insterburg) and through Frankfurt/ 

Cder to Brast-Litevsk., ft the neesent tine about oO percent of the treffic 
goes ever the latter reute, The railrond brides at Pranikfurt/Cder hes beon 
vebulit as a permenent bridve with steel vtirdars on eonercte supoorte and 

has a naxizum lead capacity of 1200 tons. ft present there is only one track, 
of normal cauge, over the bridge, but there is room for a second treek to ke 
installed lester. Trains evecsing the bridve are restricted to a mexinunm 
upoed of 10 kilometers vex hour, The normal zeuge tracks continue through 
Poland to the freight yards outside BresteLitovsk, end one such track (probe bly 
dating from the time of tie German occupation) is geid to extend as fer aa 


Cdessa, 


German Greys 


The German crew of such a freieht train, know as a “beivade", consists of 
tnree engineers, three firenen, two conductors, two brakenen, and one ine 
specter (Nasenmeister). The brigade is ettached to a certain loconotive, 
which mst never bo left unattended and which vust be veturned to the place 


oe 


of origin vepardless of condition, Thus, if on envine breaks down at “rest~ 
tovsk, 1% is broucht back by another trein, or, in the case of several 
cakective envines, one locomotive will haul in all the defective ones. ‘tha 
German crew menbers are housed in a special eur, usually right behind the 
vagine, with sleeping and toilet facilities. (ze conductor and one brakenan 
vide in the eaboose, while the We -euneister, uho is responsible for the freipht 
haspeects ell the ears at every step. Should a seal be broken either through 
shaking loose or through atbenpted robbery, the inspector must repart it to 

uo Ruesian train eom-ender, vho in turn stops the trein at the next station 
und hee the Polish stationzaster affix m new seal, In ease of s hot bor or 


e 


engine trouble, the train simply slows down til? it reaches the next stetion, 
‘where emerrency repairs are made. Regardless of condition, neither the enr’ne 


ror any car nay be removed from the train, which must reach its destination 
ag originally compesed., All members of the German railroad brigade are ree 
quired to bring their own food supplies for the entire trip (both ways). 
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Russian Guards 


Depending on the value of the freight, the Russian cuard foree usually 
consists of Prom six to twelve men under a serrcant, who also acts as 
train commander. The suerds are distributed in three cars on the train, 
i.e. one car behind the ongine, one in the center, and one at the rear of 
the train, The front and the rear cars are usually sisred with the German 
erews. The guards, who are armed with pistols, rifles, and tommy guns, moke 


fee use of their weapons whenever suspected pilferersanproach the train 


at unexpected stops in Polend, 


Froight 


Since the beginning of the year only two freight trains a day have been 
leaving for the USSR because of bad treffie conditions in Poland. These 
freight trains usually consist of from 60 to 65 cars and earry every con~ 
eeivable kind of freight, such as valuable manutectured articles, cement, 
sugar, serap metal, ete. However, the froaight slips ¢lued to the cars do 
not always show the real contents of the cars. For instance, wiat is lebeled 
cenent is usually sugar. Since last Cetober 50 percent of all the freight 
shipped to the USSR over this route has consisted of sugar. 


The Trin through Poland . 


The most hazardous streteh of the entire journey is through Poland, Since 
the Poles are well aware that these trains haul valuable freight fer the USSR, 
Shere is constant danger of sabotage. Polish partisans appear to have become 
more active recently. The other great risk in Poland is pilferage, If the 
train for some reason has to slow down, pilferers jump onto the train and 
start throwing goods out of the ears to be picked up leter. Skirmishes between 
bends of pifierers and the Russian suards are not infreouent occurrences on 
these trips. 


Brest-Litovak 


hese freight trains always cross the Bug into USSR territory and are then 
uneoupled either in Brest-Litovsk or in a freight vard sbovt 20 kilometers 
bayond it. Sometimes the stops here last only a few hours and sonatines 
several days. On the return trip to Germany the trains usually consist of 
empty cars, 


Blue Trains 


the so-called Blue Train is the daily train from Berlin to Moscow. Last 
Christmas Eve the press reported the wrecking of this train just outside of 
Warsaw, Actually tho train ws dérailed by sabotage, and 65 Russians were 


killed and about an equal number injured. As ef 1 January 1949 Russian persennel. 


going on leave or returning to the USSR moat board the Blue Train at Frankfurt/ 
Uder, The train then by-pacses Wersaw, 
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